and the demonstra¬ tion of the physiological effects of this compound on androgenic assays (Levin, 1963) and on oxygen utilization (Farrell, 1965) , demonstrate the need for further study of edc-wgo as an aid to breeding efficiency. Recent studies have been conducted on the effect of edc-wgo on the reproductive efficiency of dairy cattle (Marion, 1962) , hamsters (Soderwall & Smith, 1962) , bulls (Dukelow & Erickson, 1964) , swine (Dukelow, 1965) and mink (Dukelow, 1966) . Thomas, La Grange & Culbertson (1942) Cows receiving edc-wgo required 1-81 services/conception compared to 2-00 for the control cows. This difference was not statistically significant. Only six cows in the edc-wgo fed groups were classed as 'difficult breeders'. In previous pregnancies these cows required 3 to 7 services but following edc-wgo treat¬ ment five of them conceived at the first mating, and another at the second.
The finding that there was an increased number of lambs born/100 ewes mated (12-9%) or per 100 ewes lambing (7-6%) after drenching the ewes with edc-wgo is in conflict with the report by Thomas et al. (1942) but it may be explained by the type of wheat germ oil used and the feeding regime employed. The site of action of active ingredients of wheat germ oil has not been deter¬ mined, but its effect may be exerted on the process of ovulation, the viability of the ova in the oviduct or the developing embryo. Farrell (1965) 
